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Executive Summary

Commissioned by “Beautify Upper Madison Project”, a coalition of neighborhood associations in the
surrounding area, the 2011 Upper Madison Neighborhood Vision provides a general roadmap for the
future of the Upper Madison business district.

Findings and Recommendations

Based on stakeholder input and an individual assessment of the area, it became clear as to why many
enjoy living in Upper Madison or doing business here. Some mentioned the relative economic stability
and vigilant neighborhood groups here. However, various concerns arose such as excessive litter along
sidewalks and between buildings; existing green spaces that are largely underutilized in an otherwise
impervious, urban landscape; as well as a lessened desire to walk or bike the area due to vehicular
traffic volume and speed, uneven sidewalks, and lack of convenient and comfortable places for casual
seating.

The report makes the following key recommendations to address these issues:

®*  Form a Merchants Association
A merchants association would not only serve as the foundation for improving communication
between businesses but also for providing support and funding for future improvements. The
merchants have the most direct vested interest in seeing improvements in the area, and given
that it is widely expected that the City of Albany Department of General Services (DGS) budget
will be much leaner in the coming years, the merchants association can have a key role to play in
both accessing limited City resources and providing direct in-kind and financial contributions.

1. Reconfigure the “Triangle Park”
As one of the largest and most visible green spaces in Upper Madison, the “Triangle Park” at the
convergence of Western and Madison Avenues should be a frequently used and easily
recognized symbol of the area, but is currently underutilized and lacks a visual focus. The report
recommends maximizing the limited space in Triangle Park by reconfiguring tree placement,
adding a small patio with seating, as well as adding a flowerbed with a “Welcome to Upper
Madison” sign, and illuminating the World Wars monument and police station building.

2. Reconfigure the Price Chopper Property
The Price Chopper property on Madison Avenue at West Lawrence Street provides preferential
treatment to vehicular traffic over pedestrians, resulting in hazardous conditions. The report
recommends adding raised walkways and embossed crosswalks through the store parking lot in
order to improve the ease of traversing from the street to the Price Chopper entrance. It also
suggests relocating the loading dock to the side of the building from its existing location to allow
for a greater use of that space.
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3. Use the Elks Lodge Lawn for Concerts and other Neighborhood Events
The report suggests that the Elks Lodge lawn would be the best location in the district for
festivals, concerts, and other events to promote community cohesiveness based on public

accessibility and venue size.

® Make Streetscape and Aesthetic Improvements
Many modest improvements taken together could dramatically increase the sense of a pleasant,
walkable, “Main Street” community. The report details ways to reduce litter through improved
and increased trash receptacles, upgrade the streetscape aesthetics by replacing broken tree
grates, planting additional sidewalk trees, installing additional flowerbeds and planters along the
sidewalk, and suggesting facade improvements for select buildings. The report also mentions
reconfiguring the outdoor benches in front of Price Chopper and Trustco Bank so that they
encourage conversation while still offering a view of the street, as well as adding casual seating
in key areas (including the Pine Hills Library patio, in front of Citizens Bank, as well as in the
Triangle Park), with some arrangements including tables for chess/multi-use activity.

¢ Improve facilities for pedestrians and cyclists
Reconfigure the existing sidewalk benches in front of Price Chopper and Trustco Bank so that
they encourage conversation while still offering a view of the street, as well as adding casual
seating in key areas (including the Pine Hills Library patio and in front of Citizens Bank), with
some arrangements including tables for chess/multi-use activity.
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