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The Woman’s Club of Albany, Inc.
725 Madison Avenue

Albany, NY 12208

518.465.3626

www.womansclubofalbany.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA CONTACT: linda.m.wag@gmail.com
No Hats or Gloves Required:

 “Fools Who Rushed In” Celebrate 5th Anniversary of WCA Renaissance
April 6, 2009 – Albany, New York – A dedicated team of women and men who contributed their energies and resources to the renaissance of the historic Woman’s Club of Albany (WCA) at 725 Madison Avenue will cut the ribbon at the grand opening of the club’s renovated 2nd floor ballroom on Monday, April 27 at 6:30 p.m.

The ribbon-cutting team, fondly called “The Ballroom Bunch,” are among a larger group to be honored at the “No Hats or Gloves Required” event, which celebrates the 5th Anniversary of the 21st-century revival of the WCA.  Members, friends, and others interested in joining the club or in learning more about WCA are welcome to attend.  

Along with music by pianist Julia Fillipone, who will perform on the club’s 1923 Steinway grand piano, participants will enjoy food, beverages, and mingling with the fun-loving women who are committed, as WCA members, to serving capital region communities.

Ms. Fillipone will play a selection of Broadway show tunes -- including "Fools rush in where angels fear to tread"  -- a theme that is close to the heart of  those who revived the WCA.  With a BS in music education from the College of St. Rose, Ms. Fillipone has taught piano for many years, performed as accompanist for the NYC Opera while in residence at SPAC, and served as the music director for many local musical productions over the years.  A church musical director for over 40 years, she has earned her PhD and now serves as the Director of Agency Advancement for Parsons Child and Family Center.

Those interested in attending are encouraged to RSVP by April 24 by calling (518) 377-3872.  Contributions of prepared food and beverages to the community supper portion of the evening will be welcome.  There is no charge for the event, but donations are also welcome.

A list of the event’s honorees follows this brief news release.

--30--

About The Woman's Club of Albany, Inc.

Founded in 1910, The Woman's Club of Albany, Inc. maintains an organized center for cooperation among women in the Capital District for civic, literary, and charitable works. With the recent renaissance of the club, the membership strives to heighten awareness about the historical, social, and legal movements of women; and promotes community service and philanthropy, particularly for underprivileged children and families in the Capital. Region. For additional information about The Woman's Club of Albany and its historic building, please visit www.womansclubofalbany.org.

HONOREES OF THE WOMAN’S CLUB OF ALBANY (WCA)

AT APRIL 27, 2009 CELEBRATIONOF THE 5TH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS RENAISSANCE

AND THE GRAND OPENING OF ITS RENOVATED BALLROOM

THE BALLROOM BUNCH              

· ROBBIN HODGE, WCA Caretaker

· CONNIE HUME, Community volunteer, currently working with elderly in Schenectady

· MARILYN KAPLAN, Preservation Architect

· KIMBERLY KONRAD ALVAREZ of Landmark Consulting

This dedicated team of women and men completed the renovation of the historic second floor ballroom at The Woman's Club of Albany (WCA) at 725 Madison Avenue. For many years, Club members B. Eunice Hunter, Johanna "Josie" Languish, and Noreen Bobear held the Club together with little help, and at their own expense.  Caretaker ROBBIN HODGE, during the club’s quieter years, saved the ballroom and entire house from irreparable water damage by holding a leaky roof at bay.  In 2003, a new generation of women came to the club’s rescue.  CONNIE HUME fell in love with the building and guided the ballroom's revival.  Two experts in historic preservation, MARILYN KAPLAN and KIMBERLY KONRAD ALVAREZ, then joined the effort. 

Ms. Kaplan is the principal of Preservation Architecture, an architectural practice dedicated to historic preservation.  An acknowledged expert on building codes and preservation, she has 25 years of experience in the field.  Operating behind the scenes, Ms. Kaplan and her Albany firm, Preservation Architecture, have had a hand in preserving the state Capitol, the Alfred E. Smith building and the Court of Appeals' 1852 high court restoration. She also helped refurbish windows at the White House in Washington. Future generations seeking a peek into the past can thank Ms. Kaplan for the tangible examples.

Ms. Alvarez is a professional preservation consultant.  Often hired by homeowners (or potential homeowners) to determine what can be preserved in an historic home and what is best renovated, she has worked for the National Park Service and was instrumental in the launching of the Recent Past Movement in 1995.  Recently she has been overseeing an inventory of Lustron homes throughout the state.

Together, Ms. Kaplan and Ms. Alvarez guided the ballroom renovation.  They have also completed a concept design study which will guide the rest of work needed at the clubhouse, to  make it handicap accessible, shore up the west bay – including preservation of its stained glass window, and add other amenities to the house.

Others involved in the Ballroom's renovation effort include:

Prize Construction (plaster repair); M&K Construction (window restoration, painting & woodwork refinishing); Wiring Concepts (rewiring); Kevin & Co (floor refinishing); Julianne McCarthy (restoration of lighting fixtures); Mickey Coppola (windows; painting), Jack Hume (radiators); Jack Manley and Len Broiles (wainscoting), Harvey Raufman and Len Broiles (Perimeter cornice/picture rail molding); Terrel Broiles (Design and drafting); Kevin Schaefer (ventilation); Lynn Dunning-Vaughn/LDV Design and Cecile’s Window Couture, Ltd. (window treatments).

RUTH PELHAM

The founder of the capital region’s renowned Music Mobile, RUTH PELHAM celebrated her creation’s 30th anniversary in 2008.  She first proposed her idea for bringing more summertime recreational services to low-income children and families in underserved neighborhoods in the capital region in 1977, guided by the slogan: “Building peaceful communities through music.”  Her multicolored van has continued to visit city parks throughout the area to foster the making of handmade instruments and singing of songs ever since then.  Ms. Pelham’s efforts have expanded to include statewide concerts, workshops and training programs for community agencies and state parks, as well as programs for adults in senior centers, nursing homes, hospitals and homeless shelters.  Working consistently to further the principles of peace and understanding, she believes in community building through giving people who rarely 

communicate with each other a chance to interact.  Her reasons for teaching children how to create musical instruments include teaching math skills and socialization skills such as cooperation, sharing, and taking turns.  A part of the fabric of the Woman’s Club since the first years of its Renaissance, Ms. Pelham has performed with Paul Strausman at WCA’s community events, including at a Holiday Party for Foster Children.

JUDY STACEY

As Albany’s city gardener for more than a decade, JUDY STACEY is responsible for the hundreds of thousands of tulips blooming at various intervals during April and May, just in time for the city’s annual Tulip Festival. She coordinates the distribution of more than 60,000 bulbs to over 50 volunteer groups throughout the city to plant them in parks and other public spaces throughout the city. Not to be overlooked are her summer floral displays that last well into autumn.   To accomplish the task of beautifying the city with flowers each year, Ms. Stacey has forged partnerships with a variety of Albany's organizations and residents, including a number of WCA’s members.  This effort has also fostered neighbors talking to each other and taking more pride in their community.  The Woman’s Club of Albany is pleased to participate in these efforts and proud that one of its members from earlier decades planted the first flower bed in Washington Park and helped start the Tulip Festival more than 60 years ago.

MARCIA TOLIVE

The owner of El Loco Mexican Café in Albany, MARCIA TOLIVE is honored for having introduced a new generation of women to the Woman's Club of Albany (WCA) through a celebration of the restaurant's 20th year of operation in 2003. Ms. Tolive is proud to have brought people together for a variety of causes over the years, including a number of WCA’s most active members who have been her customers and friends for years.  Her café has provided a fun, convenient meeting place, serving tasty and healthy Mexican and Southwestern fare, throughout the Lark Street area's ups and downs.  Ms. Tolive has supported her local community and hosted a number of fundraisers over the years, participating in the 2007 Dining Out for Life that raised funds for AIDS organizations and hosting a benefit to help save the rural atmosphere of the town of Brunswick in 2006.  She has generously offered to WCA her fabulous smile, terrific holiday trees, and a willing hand at many of the club’s events.

