 Minutes of the Meeting
PINE HILLS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

February 17, 2011
ATTENDEES: Todd Hunsinger, Maryanne Schrank, Virginia Hammer, John Hammer,  Laurie Lieman, Tom Gebhardt, Ric Romand, Vincent Rigosu, David Mankad, Harris Sarraf, Leah Golby, Gene Solan, Noelle Kirsch, Doug Bullock, 
Todd Hunsinger, President, called the meeting to order with introductions all around. He introduced Virginia and John Hammer, Membership Chairs, to speak to the importance of Area Representatives.
Why have Area Representatives? PHNA crosses four city wards and includes 10,000 persons: families retired folk, students, business owners among them. Some feel unrepresented. In 2006, the area was subdivided into 6 sections with the goal of each having an Area Rep to be on the board, listen to the residents’ concerns and needs and bring them to the board, facilitate code enforcement, and encourage neighbors to join and participate in PHNA. Virginia said the committee keeps a database from which Area Reps can draw helpers, send thanks to residents who have been good neighbors, draw volunteers for Neighborhood Watch. John Hammer added that the Area Reps can be the eyes of their area, help with Newsletter distribution, bring to the attention of the board problem properties (as recently happened successfully with 32 South Allen St), and be instrumental in the BEAUTIFY UPPER MADISON PROPERTIES Initiative (BUMP). The Hammers concluded their report by reporting that the current membership numbers about 140. 

FINANCE REPORT—

· Balance- $1140

PUBLIC SAFETY – 

· Officer Ric Romand of APD reported neighborhood has been generally quiet; copper burglaries have been on rise

· Tom Gebhardt of University at Albany spoke of school break coming up; benefits of students signing up for vacation check

· Announcement of 3/1 planning meeting for National Night Out
CANA—
· Announcement of approach of 36th anniversary
· Program being planned: dinner theatre

· Meeting with Mayor Jennings cancelled

LaSALLIAN DINNER—

· Laurie Lieman sent an e-mail describing how members might participate in event which is taking place 5/5/2011

OLD BUSINESS—

· BZA—denied permit for pizzeria, citing saturation, and it would not enhance diversity of businesses in area

· Next Meeting – 3/24/2011 – Program: representative of LaSalle School, our host, will speak of their history, what they do

· PHNA continues to need a Treasurer. Shannon Hickman is resigning after 8 years’ service. Also need Area Reps and Service Coordinator. Karen Noonan volunteered to be Area rep for Area 6; Doug Bullock for Area 2! Thank You!!

NEW BUSINESS –

· County Service day – Set for 4/16/2011- Stay tuned.

· Communication Committee – Jonathan Duda volunteered to chair committee so we will have a newsletter again.

· College of St. Rose Dormitory and Parking Lot Proposal – Public hearing of Common Council on the purchase of the dead-end section of Yates St set for 2/25/2011. Leah Golby explained procedure. Marcus Buckley of CSR described reduction in # of parking spaces, increase in setback feet, and increase in green space that has been incorporated to attempt to assuage neighbors. Spirited discussion ensued between Mr. Buckley and Mike D’Attilio of CSR and the members of PHNA.
· Leah Golby organized shoveling/cleanup of Pine Hills area intersections; CSR provided equipment. Thanks were expressed to all.
· N.B. Listen for updates re parking etc on TV, radio.

PUBLIC COMMENTS –

· “Mike” going to neighborhood associations on behalf of allowing chickens in back yards/ had petitions/ no roosters/ limit of 5 birds/ such large cities as L.A. and Portland are allowing it

· Outgoing President of U Albany Student Association introduced two women who will continue to work on effort to encourage students to be good neighbors (pamphlet being developed).
· Announcement that Pine Hills House and Garden Tour will be held June 21, 2011

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

The next meeting will be held at LaSalle School March 24, 2011 at 7 p.m.

Respectively submitted,

___________________________

Maryanne Hartigan Schrank
