   Minutes of the Meeting   
PINE HILLS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

March 24, 2011
ATTENDEES: : Todd Hunsinger, Maryanne Schrank, Laurie Lieman, Tom Gebhardt, Nancy Lauricello, Sally D’Alessandro, Alexandra Senisi, Bryan Goldberg, Victor Medina, David Baxley, Rick Romand, Harris Sarraf, Leah Golby, Anton Konev, Gene Solan, Noelle Kirsch, Doug Bullock, Karen Noonan, George Woodard, Mike D’Attilio, Ryan Farrell, Joe Acquaviva, Martin Daley, Bill Cliff, Deb Riitano, Jill Harbeck, Beverly Brickman, David Tassone, Mary Dugan, Sondra Velie, Mike D’Attilio, Danika Atkins, Eileen Murray, Anthony Geraci, Gene O’Brien, Joy Pullman, Bill Johnson, Justin Wax Jacobs 

Todd Hunsinger, President, called the meeting to order at 7 p.m., welcomed everyone, and went around table for introductions.
PROGRAM- 
· Todd noted the generosity of LaSalle School to  have welcomed our monthly meeting for years.  At their annual May fundraiser, LaSalle is honoring Assemblyman Jack McEneny and PHNA.  Marita,  of the LaSalle School, showed a 10 minute film describing the work of this 154 year old boys’ residential school in our Pine Hills neighborhood. There followed a question and answer period with the panel composed of members of the LaSalle staff: Jim Meyer and Dave Wallace; and members of the board, all of whom have had long association with the school: Mike D’Attilio, Bob Conway, Dave Canfield, and Pierre Alric.
· Tom Gebhardt, Security at U Albany and representatives of the University at Albany Conduct Office, Nancy Lauricello and Sally                D’Alessandro, addressed the group:
1. The Committee on Community & University Relations’ Spring 2011 Six-Point Plan for moving students and their belongings from campus and neighborhood rentals at term’s end in an orderly fashion with respect for the law vis a vis parties, for the neighborhoods vis a vis discarding of unwanted items, and their own personal safety.
2. The Committee on Community & University Relations’  20th Anniversary Celebration 4/13/2011 at which awards will be presented to members of the committee who have contributed in an outstanding way to the life of the community and who fall in the following three categories: Business Community, Neighborhood Community, Public official; RSVP to Tom G;
3. The University’s response, in cooperation with the APD, to the  Kegs and Eggs melee of early morning March 12: beginning with the 2011-2012 academic year sophomores will return to dorms now that a new building has been completed;  of 50 persons so far identified, 14 are U Albany students; initial hearings have begun (1 has been held, 2 are scheduled); temporary suspensions are in place; the matter will continue to be investigated and consequences administered appropriately; the university calendar has been altered so that in 2012 the students’ break will coincide with the traditional St. Patrick’s Day events in Albany;
4. Representatives of the University Mixed Martial Arts Club, led by Alexandra Senisi, addressed the group, apologized on behalf of the students at U Albany, and described their incipient community service program, HELPING HANDS REPAIR CREW, through which they plan to provide volunteer labor around the region for the elderly, disabled, or others in need in an attempt to show that most students are serious, caring and well-intentioned; Todd and several others thanked them;
5. The immediate past  president of the University Student Association, Justin Wax Jacobs, who has attended our meetings, spoke, regretting the behavior of March 12, and offering suggestions for joint meetings of the PHNA, APD, students and administration, as well as the necessity of getting landlords involved and holding them responsible
· Sarah Reginelli gave report on Education District Enhancement Study 

· Anton Konev of the Common Council spoke of the Community Accountability Board which is seeking new members, offering training, See PHNA website for details); handles lesser offenses; brings students before neighbors and other students; community service is assigned; follow up done.

AGENDA
· SECRETARY – Minutes of January and February meetings were approved

· FINANCE REPORT – Todd announced that John Hammer has agreed to take over the duties of Treasurer now that our Treasurer-for-8-years has moved from the area; John is out of town; no report this month
· MEMBERSHIP – Virginia Hammer is out of town; no report this month
· COMMUNICATIONS – no report; Jonathan Duda being named director of Grant Cottage in Wilton
· PUBLIC SAFETY – Rick Romand indicated area has been relatively quiet; crimes of opportunity (e.g. removing visible electronics, etc. from locked and especially, unlocked,  vehicles; entering unlocked residences) continue;  reminder about window safety now that warmer weather is on its way

Todd made note of the excellent job the Pine Hills area beat officers are doing

· ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT – no report this month

· CANA – Gene Solan announced they are expanding board membership; looking forward to web site being up and running

· OLD BUSINESS:
Calibri (Body)1 has been held & rd to web site being up and running

a)  doingow safety now that warmer weather is on it'ed from theTodd and Mike D’Attilio of the LaSalle board encouraged everyone to participate in the fundraising dinner and raffle May 5;
b) Todd, Mike D’Attilio representing College of St. Rose and the City Planning Commission met and have worked out an acceptable solution for Partridge St. vis a vis the CSR dormitory project
· Todd announced there remain board positions open; anyone interested , please contact Todd or area rep 
· NEW BUSINESS:

a) Due to U Albany’s Spring Break, PHNA Spring Cleanup will probably have to be changed. Stay tuned.
· PUBLIC COMMENT- Alexandra from Martial Arts Club announced a function with a M.A. expert to be held on Sat 4/9, noon-2; outgoing U Albany President underscored the importance of PHNA Spring cleanup to be changed so students can be in town to help rework their image

The next meeting will be Thursday, April 21, 2011 at the Hanner Cultural Center, LaSalle Campus, 7 p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Maryanne Schrank

4/19/2011
NOTE: Detailed Reports on:

· LaSalle School and its Mission

· University at Albany Spring Six-Point Plan

· HELPING HANDS REPAIR CREW

· Update on Education District Enhancement Study on file with minutes. Contact: mairsie69@gmail.com 

