PINE HILLS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

  Minutes of the Meeting   
April 21, 2011

ATTENDEES: Todd Hunsinger, Laurie Lieman, Maryanne Schrank, Virginia Hammer, Gene Solan, Tom Gebhardt, Nancy Lauricella, Sondra Velie, Anthony Catalano Jr., Dennis Gaffney, Carol Nersinger, Edward Hyde Clarke, Aaron Corman, Nadine Lemmon, Karen Noonan, David Kirmayer, Nic & Antz, John Hammer, Greg Popp, Anton Pasquill, Jonathan Duda, Rick Romand 
Todd Hunsinger, President, called the meeting to order with introductions all around. For the public portion of the meeting, Nadine Lemmon, Albany Legislative Advocate for NYS Transportation Equity Alliance, was introduced by Lorenz Worden of Albany Bicycle Coalition. A goal of the coalition is to have bicycling recognized as means of transportation as well as recreation. Natalie spoke on the concept of “Complete Streets”, an issue which all municipalities and units of governments should be addressing.  The streets belong to everyone and not only cars should be able to use them easily. This requires a change in culture. At the moment the  Albany County and City Legislators are not paying much attention now. She advocates writing letters to our legislators and attending meetings that are held on the topic.
Next on the public agenda: Todd Hunsinger introduced Dennis Gaffney, President of the Albany Public Library Board and Carol Nersinger, Executive Director, to discuss the Albany Public Library Budget. They filled us in on the positive results of the recently complete expansion and renovation of library branches:

· The branches are so much more than books, providing tutoring, literacy, job hunting, health fair, aid in tax preparation as well as other services;
· There has been an 86% increase in the collections;

· 10000 more library cards have been issued  in the last  year;

· There were one million visits to the branches of the Albany Public Library last year;

· The expansion and renovations have resulted in 42% increase in space in the library system

Vote for the Library budget May 17, which is the same day as school vote. The increase to the library tax is 4% and represents the most cutting the board and staff could do without closing or cutting hours or days.
Todd Hunsinger next introduced Tom Gebhardt, Director of Personal Safety & Off-Campus Affairs, and Nancy Lauricello, Assistant Director of Conflict Resolution and Civic Responsibility, both at the University at Albany. They gave an update on the progress of the cases of students prosecuted and under review as a result of the early morning upheaval in the Hudson Av/Quail St area at the beginning of St. Patrick’s Day Weekend, making evident that the University and courts have moved quickly and decisively on the situation: of the U Albany students arrested, 7 cases have been finalized by dismissal from the university,2 students have been suspended and can reapply for admission after a certain time, 3 have been disciplined and assigned community service, 6 cases are pending final decision and one has not been heard.
Secretary’s report-

·         Minutes approved
FINANCE REPORT—

•
Balance- $2,530
MEMBERSHIP

· Currently 101 members

NEWSLETTER-

· About to go to Printer

PUBLIC SAFETY – 

•
NEU Officers: Officer Gene O’Brien Broke his leg abd will be out of action for a while; Officer Joe Acquaviva has no place to take a break in the western section.
CANA—

•
Virginia Hammer invited to participate in CANA code committee. The aim is to collect all code violations thru city in one spot so they can see where it is in the process.
· County Preparedness Unit will come to address meeting

OLD BUSINESS—

•
Spring Cleanup: May 1 – 9:30 Ridgefield

· LaSallian Dinner update 

· 32 South Allen – court date postponed 

· There are still board positions open – V.P., Program Coordinator, Various area reps (2,4 & 5)

NEW BUSINESS

· PHNA Spring Clean: Thanks to Virginia & John
· BUMP plantings: John Hammer announced there are no monies in the City of Albany budget for plantings this summer; he suggests letters to city putting the item back in budget for 2012;

· Pine Hills and Garden Tour – June 21- tickets on sale at St Andrew’s

· Ideas for Future Meetings: Taxicabs – send to Todd

· May 19 Markus Buckley  will discuss  College of St Rose Master Plan   

· Thursday 4/28 Leah Golby to receive award

· Midtown Neighborhood Watch – got grant for tee shirts, etc. –

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

The next meeting will be May 19, 2011 at 7 p.m. at LaSalle School

Respectively submitted,

___________________________

Maryanne Hartigan Schrank

