   Minutes of the Meeting   
D-r-a-f-t   PINE HILLS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION  D-R-A-F-T  
June 16, 2011
ATTENDEES: : Todd Hunsinger, Maryanne Schrank, Laurie Lieman, Virginia Hammer, John Hammer, Rick Romand, Harris Sarraf, Leah Golby, Gene Solan, Doug Bullock, Karen Noonan, Joe Acquaviva,  Sondra Velie,  Jonathan Duda, John O’Grady , Joyce Keenan      ,
Todd Hunsinger, President, called the meeting to order at 7 p.m., welcomed everyone, and went around the table for introductions.
PROGRAM- 
Doug Bullock -County Legislator, noted that there will be a Real Property Auction Saturday at Empire State Plaza and there is interest  in demolishing the cleaner at 556 Washington Av which has been abandoned for years. 
John O’Grady and Joyce Keenan, representing council of neighborhood associations- spoke of the history of CANA and the current focus of the CANA Codes Committee (formed in 2005). They are working with the City of Albany to improve codes and standardize their enforcement. A well-researched report, done mostly by volunteers, was published in 2006. Code enforcement in the city is divided into 3 departments: Building and Codes, Department of General Services and the Albany Fire Department. To the present there has been no overseer and no real coordination. The Fire Department is in charge of interior inspections; DGS, exteriors; and Building and Codes issues ROPs. The Albany Police Department is involved in matters of violations of the law.
The flyer discussed at the May PHNA meeting,  “Good Neighbor” Notice,  has had mixed response; some folks reluctant to call or notify neighbors. It is meant to be a friendly reminder in lieu of calling the City and having city fine your neighbor. It includes a referral list of services, several suggestions of resources. Question: Is there a clearing house where referral of services will be collected? CANA can’t take on calls etc, but can monitor. Hoping each N.A. will have a committee to help  Not practical because the programs are not simpatico. Some resources: canacodescommittee@gmail.com ; a to z Guide to Living in the City by Joyce (under links in PHNA website).
A spirited discussion followed the presentation.

AGENDA
· May 19, 2011 Minutes – approval was deferred until August meeting
· Membership Committee, John Hammer – currently 111 paid members
· Finance Committee, John Hammer, Treasurer – Balance on Hand - $2,698.-
· Communications Committee-Jonathan Duda, Chair; next issue of PHNA Newsletter will be published in the fall.
· Public Safety-Neighborhood Engagement Unit Officers, Todd Hunsinger, Chair – Sgt Geraci said there was a report of drug activity in a Ploof building but he found no evidence; Todd H. spoke of problems with St Rose students. He will meet with Mike D’Attilio at the end of August to see how CSR is handling their students/student problems.
· Zoning & Code Enforcement- Ric Chesser, Chair: Not present; 
· CANA reps: Virginia Hammer reminded group again of CANA 35th anniversary in October
Old Business

· Hudson Ave traffic meeting- area near Bnai Brith apartments is now a one-way street going east
· Pine Hills House and Garden Tour 6/21- tickets at Pine Hills Library – Roof on So Pine; etc

· July 4  gathering at Ridgefield Park – not a formal occasion

· Board positions open-if anyone is interested please contact Todd 

New Business
· Upper Madison Street Fair – got vendors- lining up music- Oct 16 from 1-4

· Mondays Elks – Musicians – 7 to 8 til Aug 29

· Meeting with the Mayor – Todd met 6/15 - 

a.Vacant houses- City had only 53% of list PHNA members came up with. Mayor frustrated. Reducing property values; 

b.32 South Allen- Mayor has heard about it; will bring it to corporation counsel. 
· Doug Bullock reported on 566 Washington AV: walls are solid; roof caving; water in basement has risen nearly to spillover to 1st floor level; could be a brownfield.

· Program for August - ideas
Public Comment Period-
· illegal to put flyers on cars- city clerk takes care of it

· Adjourned: 8:46 p.m.
· Next meeting: 7:00 p.m. Thursday, August 18, 2011  at the Hanner Cultural Center of LaSalle School. 

Respectfully submitted

Maryanne Schrank

Secretary
