[image: image1.jpg]



PHNA Board meeting 08/19/10 Minutes

Page 2

Minutes of PHNA Board Meeting - 

LaSalle School, 7PM, August 19, 2010
Attendees

Board Members:

Julia Healy, President

Dan Healy, Area 6 Rep
John Hammer, Area 1 Rep, Membership

Virginia Hammer, Secretary, Membership
Shannon Hickman, Area 5 Rep, Treasurer

Todd Hunsinger, Vice-President, Chair, Safety Committee 

Laurie Lieman, Webmistress and Yahoo Listserv
Sondra Velie, Area 3 Rep

Greg Popp, Newsletter Editor and Distribution 

City/County Elected Representatives, PHNA Committee Members, University/College Representatives:

Doug Bullock, Albany County Legislature; Anton Konev, 11th Ward Common Council Rep.; David Mankad, College of St. Rose; Leah Golby, 10th Ward Common Council Rep.
Guest Panelists: David Soares, Albany County DA; Mike D’Attilio, CSR; Tom Gebhardt and Clarence McNeill, UAlbany; Fred Aliberti, HVCC; Lt. Michael Tremblay, APD; Chris Kollias, AFD.

1. Presentation – Town & Gown Relations Panel Discussion
a. Representatives from HVCC, UAlbany and St. Rose emphasized the following: Prevention of problems through educating students re: rules; partnership/sharing of information among the institutions; and rigorous disciplinary procedures separate from legal court action. 

b. Lt. Tremblay, APD: 

i. Important for people to call APD with problems; APD cracks down on illegal houseparties at the beginning of the school year with; works with SLA re: underage drinking and buying of liquor.  

ii. Streamlined procedure for issuing tickets, yet to be approved by DA, would result in the issuing of more tickets. 

iii. Issue of high school students, some from suburbs, needs to be addressed

c. David Soares, DA, 
i. Reported on a new initiative, About Coming Together in the Neighborhood (ACTION). 

ii. Was questioned about consequences of criminal behavior and analysis of  data re: to the types of behaviors, addresses, disposition of cases. He agreed to meet again with PHNA when there was a list of troublesome addresses. Todd Hunsinger agreed to collect this information. Eileen Murray offered to meet with officials re: data. Mr. Soares will return to PHNA in the future to discuss findings. 

2. Minutes of June 17, 2010 amended and approved. 
3. Reports – No committee reports this month. 
4. Old Business
Historic Albany Foundation House and Garden Tour in Pine Hills – Beautify Upper Madison Projects (BUMP) received half of the proceeds from the event. Funds will be used to support enhancement of Upper Madison C-1 district.  
5. New Business

a. October Elections – Nominating Committee composed of PHNA past presidents and two PHNA members need to propose a slate of candidates for officer positions. Julia will contact past presidents. 

b. Annual door-to-door safety chats with off-campus students, Thursday September 2, 4-6 p.m. Laurie volunteered to be part of the team, and to develop a PHNA handout. Tom will make 150 copies. 

c. Madison Street Festival. Sunday, September 12, 1-4. Street will be closed and free activities and performances will be held. Event will be put on PHNA calendar. 

6. Public Comment Period
Prospective purchaser and his lawyer presented the following: The case of Pramukh Albany Real Estate, LLC regarding the premises located at 553 Washington Avenue requesting Special Use Permits, a Parking Lot Permit and Area Variances of the City of Albany Zoning Ordinance to allow for the establishment of a 24-hour gas station and convenience store / take-out restaurant, and a 10-car accessory parking lot that provides for a 3.7-foot setback from the adjacent residential property at 551 Washington Avenue. The proposed gas station, convenience store / take-out restaurant and hours between 11PM and 6AM are special permit uses in the C-1 Neighborhood Commercial zoning district, a minimum 10-foot setback is required from adjacent residential properties and no gasoline pump shall be located closer than 15 feet to any property line.
Action: PHNA Board voted to approve. 
7. Announcements

b. Doug Bullock, Julia Healy, Anton Konev, and Leah Golby met with UAlbany president to discuss developing closer relationship with community and university. 

c. Leah Golby talked about meeting with David Soares re: developing a Community Accountability Board for PHNA. Purpose of the board, composed of residents, landlords and students would be to use restorative justice model as a means of dealing with quality of life issues in a positive way. 

d. Midtown Education District report to be presented soon to the community. Date/time/location TBA. 
Next PHNA Meeting: Thursday, September 16, 2010, 7 p.m. LaSalle School. 
Minutes submitted by Virginia Hammer,  PHNA Secretary. September 10, 2010
