Pine Hills Neighborhood Association
Minutes Of The Meeting Of Thursday, October 20, 2011
Present: L. Lieman, J. Hammer T. Hunzinger, L. Golby, A. Konev, G. Solan, F. Ruff, D. Bullock, L. Engstrom, N. Kinsch, M. Townsend, J. Spicer, other guests             

1. J. Spicer, recently appointed to head up the Block-By-Block initiative, gave a presentation. He made the following points:

· The process had gone somewhat awry and he was steering it back to the original charge.

· Responsible agencies/departments are charged to process two blocks each week.
· He has initiated a new relationship with UAlbany, and particularly with Dean Bloniarz of the IT department there, to upgrade the computer system that currently serves the entire code enforcement process – good progress had been made.

2. Fred Ruff, Past President of PHNA, was asked to provide a long time review and prediction of the quality of life in PHNA; he painted a gloomy picture pointing out that the same problems that dog us now (student mis-behavior, abandoned buildings, poor maintenance by some property owners, reduction in owner occupancy, proliferation of alcohol serving establishments, graffiti, etc) have not decreased over the last 20 or so years and he feels that there is not much hope for the future.  His pessimism was challenged by an audience member.
3. The current membership stands at 117, with $2570.72 in our bank account.

4. Announcements:

· The abandoned dry cleaner at 566 Washington is up for auction by Albany County. It was noted that it is odd since no environmental review of any pollution has been completed; what kind of person would bid on a property that was a dry cleaner and had not yet passed environmental review? 

· The Planning Board heard a request by St. Andrews to demolish the house at 472 Western Ave. PHNA is opposed to that demolition.  L. Golby read a letter from PHNA in opposition to the request.  The Planning Board did not rule on the request since there seemed to be several problems with the application.  Another hearing will be scheduled.

· Saturday, October 22, is On-campus Clean-up Day at LaSalle, volunteers are welcome.

· The PHNA coordinated Neighborhood Clean-up is scheduled for Sunday, October 23. Check our web page for details.

· The Community Accountability Board is holding CAB training at 1 pm on Sunday, October 23; show up if you are interested.

· Tuesday evening, from 6 to 8 pm, October 25, the Community Policing Committee will meet. Find the details on our web site.

· Anton Konev, fresh from the Common Council budget meeting, announced that the Council will recommend that code enforcement inspection is to be done by eight newly hired, professionally trained code inspectors. The AFD will no longer be paid considerable overtime money to do these inspections. There was enthusiastic applause…..

5. The meeting was adjourned by J. Hammer at 8:50 pm!
Submitted by J. Hammer
