Minutes of the Meeting
PINE HILLS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

November 19, 2010

ATTENDEES: Todd Hunsinger, Daniel Healy, Shannon Hickman, Julia Healy, Maryanne Schrank, Virginia Hammer, John Hammer,  Laurie Lieman, Tom Gebhardt, Ric Romand, Chris Kollias, Vincent Rigosu, David Mankad, Deb Riitano, Noreen Seaphainey, Julia Spalare, Linda Ruff, Crista Leigh Collins, Harris Sarraf, Leah Golby, Gene Solan, Noelle Kinsch, Doug Bullock, Leif Engstrom
Daniel Healy called the meeting to order. Todd Hunsinger was late due to representing PHNA at a City awards event.
Officer Ric Romand reported on the NEIGHBORHOOD ENGAGEMENT UNIT.  Pine Hills will have three “beat officers”. With Partridge Street as the cross town dividing line, two officers will patrol EAST of Partridge, one WEST. 
Code Enforcement – Chris Kollias of the Albany |Fire Department reported: 
· Carbon monoxide calls on the increase –
· That families are being displaced due to badly installed water heaters, furnaces etc-
· That he’s taking over block by block, house-to-house seeking properties that need to be inspected temporarily; prior Lt. promoted-   
· That  fires are on rise; many from unattended cooking & smoking-

· That he recommends that people service appliances etc. yearly.
OLD BUSINESS:
· Excellent feedback on Halloween cleanup both from D.A.’s office and University at Albany.
· UPPER MADISON BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT – College of St. Rose supplying free labor in designing logo; has been narrowed to 5 designs which will be voted on at Library, post office, on the web. The group  hopes, also, to revive the display space for art at the Madison Theatre.
New Business

· Committee re Ridgefield Park: Ellen Tobin will head the committee and is looking for more volunteers;

· Communications Committee has no chairperson; called for volunteers 

· A NEIGHBORHOODS WORK conference is scheduled to take place at First Lutheran Church December 4. From 8:45 – 1:00. City and neighborhood officials will address code violations as well as what works, what doesn’t in neighborhoods.
· Leah Golby – City budget: they’re working on; so  far there has been no movement to take Madison Ave. dollars for “calming”  out; she announced open an open meeting 11/23, caucus 11/29 and vote at 7:30

· Doug Bullock- County budget is being worked on as well: hear  from exec, jail, nursing home; planned layoff of 300-500 (some of which will be softened by early retirement)

· When Todd arrived he reported on the awards ceremony downtown ; acts of heroism + bravery honored.

· City Auditor, Leif  Engstrom- announced an 11/29 public meeting – at which input will be sought as to what depts. should be on audit list for 2011?  Among areas to be studied for departments: performance; measurable results; are there further economies that could be made.
No meeting 12/16/2010: Pine Hills Tree Lighting Ceremony
Next meeting: 1/20/2011
Respectfully submitted

Maryanne Schrank

?
